Progenitor cell properties and the engineering of tissues.
The need for human tissue to aid in organ repair or provide a curative therapy is well known. In this review, we discuss the properties of the epidermal keratinocyte progenitor cell and the biology that underlies the methods that have helped deliver cell therapies to the clinic using this cell type. In addition, we review what the keratinocyte and the dermal fibroblast have taught us about the potential immunogenicity of allogeneic cells. The many observations made using the keratinocyte have broader biological implications and we discuss how this body of work parallels neural stem cell culture and might help us interpret cell behavior in the pancreas.